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Blackwater diver finds 'smoking gun' ammo on 
sunken Lusitania
BY BY BILL BROWNE

THURSDAY OCTOBER 02 2008
A FERMOY MAN HAS PLAYED A KEY ROLE IN HELPING TO SHED NEW LIGHT ON 

A MYSTERY THAT HAS BAFFLED MARITIME HISTORIANS ON BOTH SIDES OF 

THE ATLANTIC FOR ALMOST A CENTURY.

TIM CAREY, A MEMBER OF THE BLACKWATER SUB AQUA CLUB, WAS AMONG A 

FOUR-STRONG DIVE TEAM THAT DESCENDED ON THE WRECK OF THE 

LUSITANIA OFF THE OLD HEAD OF KINSALE LAST WEEK. WHAT THEY FOUND 

THERE —A CONSIDERABLE AMOUNT OF AMMUNITION — MAY AMOUNT TO A 

SMOKING GUN, ONE WHICH TRIGGERED THE USA'S ENTRY INTO THE FIRST 

WORLD WAR.

THE ILL-FATED LINER SANK AFTER BEING TORPEDOED BY A GERMAN UBOAT 

IN 1915, WITH THE LOSS OF MORE THAN 1,200 PASSENGERS AND CREW.

AT THE TIME THE GERMAN MILITARY COMMAND CLAIMED THAT THE SHIP 

WAS A LEGITIMATE TARGET, AS THEY BELIEVED IT WAS CARRYING MUNITIONS 

FROM NEUTRAL AMERICA TO HELP THE ALLIED WAR EFFORT.

REPORTS OF A SECOND EXPLOSION WITHIN THE BOWELS OF THE SHIP ONLY 

SERVED TO INCREASE SPECULATION.

THIS WEEK, TIMMY CAREY SAID THE DIVE TEAM UNCOVERED WHAT HE 

DESCRIBED AS A "SIGNIFICANT" AMOUNT OF AMMUNITION ON THE LUSITANIA.

"WE FOUND LITERALLY THOUSANDS OF WHAT APPEAR TO BE REMINGTON .303 

BULLETS OF THE KIND USED BY TROOPS DURING WORLD WAR ONE," SAID MR 

CAREY.

THE DISCOVERY IS ARGUABLY ONE OF THE MOST SIGNIFICANT HISTORICAL 

FINDS OF THIS CENTURY. "CERTAINLY FROM THE AMOUNT OF WE SAW IT 

WOULD INDEED SEEM AS THOUGH THE SHIP WAS CARRYING AMMUNITION TO 

THE ALLIES," SAID MR CAREY.

- BY BILL BROWNE
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